Early Writing development linked to EYFS
Developmental
Band

Birth to 11 months

Listening &
Attention

Understanding

Writing

Moving & Handling

Creativity

Being imaginative

Turns toward a familiar
sound then locates range
of sounds
with accuracy.
• Listens to, distinguishes
and responds to
intonations and
sounds of voices.
• Reacts in interaction
with others by smiling,
looking and moving.
• Quietens or alerts to the
sound of speech.
• Looks intently at a
person talking, but stops
responding if
speaker turns away.
• Listens to familiar
sounds, words, or finger
plays.
• Fleeting Attention – not
under child’s control, new
stimuli takes whole
attention

• Stops and looks when
hears own name.
• Starts to understand
contextual clues, e.g.
familiar gestures,
words and sounds.

Children’s later writing is
based on skills and
understandings
which they develop as babies
and toddlers. Before they
can write, they need to learn to
use spoken language to
communicate. Later they learn
to write down the words they
can say. (See the roots of
Writing in Communication and
language).
Early mark-making is not the
same as writing.It is a sensory
and physical experience for
babies and toddlers, which
they do
not yet connect to forming
symbols which can
communicate
meaning.(See roots of markmaking and handwriting in
Playing and exploring

• Turns head in response to
sounds and sights.
• Gradually develops ability
to hold up own head.
• Makes movements with
arms and legs which
gradually
become more controlled.
• Rolls over from front to
back, from back to front.
• When lying on tummy
becomes able to lift first
head and then
chest, supporting self with
forearms and then straight
arms.
• Watches and explores
hands and feet, e.g. when
lying on
back lifts legs into vertical
position and grasps feet.
• Reaches out for, touches
and begins to hold objects.
• Explores objects with
mouth, often picking up an
object and holding it to the
mouth.

• Explores and
experiments with a range
of media through
sensory exploration, and
using whole body.
• Move their whole bodies
to sounds they enjoy,
such as music or a
regular beat.
• Imitates and improvises
actions they have
observed, e.g. clapping
or waving.
• Begins to move to
music, listen to or join in
rhymes or songs.
• Notices and is
interested in the effects
of making movements

Babies and toddlers need
to explore the world and
develop a
range of ways to
communicate before they
can express their
own ideas through arts
and design. See
Characteristics of
Effective Learning;
Communication and
Language; Physical
Development; Personal,
Social and Emotional
Development

Developmental
Band

8 to 20 months

Listening &
Attention

Understanding

Writing

Moving & Handling

Creativity

Being imaginative

• Moves whole bodies to
sounds they enjoy, such
as music or a
regular beat.
• Has a strong
exploratory impulse.
• Concentrates intently on
an object or activity of
own choosing
for short periods.
• Pays attention to
dominant stimulus –
easily distracted by
noises or other people
talking.

• Developing the ability to
follow others’ body
language,
including pointing and
gesture.
• Responds to the
different things said when
in a familiar
context with a special
person (e.g. ‘Where’s
Mummy?’,
‘Where’s your nose?’).
• Understanding of single
words in context is
developing, e.g. cup
mammy daddy.

Children’s later writing is
based on skills and
understandings
which they develop as babies
and toddlers. Before they
can write, they need to learn to
use spoken language to
communicate. Later they learn
to write down the words they
can say. (See the roots of
Writing in Communication and
language).
Early mark-making is not the
same as writing.It is a sensory
and physical experience for
babies and toddlers, which
they do
not yet connect to forming
symbols which can
communicate
meaning.(See roots of markmaking and handwriting in
Playing and exploring •

• Crawls, bottom shuffles or
rolls continuously to move
around.
• Walks around furniture
lifting one foot and stepping
sideways
(cruising), and walks with
one or both hands held by
adult.
• Takes first few steps
independently.
• Passes toys from one hand
to the other.
• Holds an object in each
hand and brings them
together in the
middle, e.g. holds two blocks
and bangs them together.
• Picks up small objects
between thumb and fingers.
• Enjoys the sensory
experience of making marks
in damp
sand, paste or paint.
• Holds pen or crayon using
a whole hand (palmar) grasp
and
makes random marks with
different strokes.

• Explores and
experiments with a range
of media through
sensory exploration, and
using whole body.
• Move their whole bodies
to sounds they enjoy,
such as music or a
regular beat.
• Imitates and improvises
actions they have
observed, e.g. clapping
or waving.
• Begins to move to
music, listen to or join in
rhymes or songs.
• Notices and is
interested in the effects
of making movements

Babies and toddlers need
to explore the world and
develop a
range of ways to
communicate before they
can express their
own ideas through arts
and design. See
Characteristics of
Effective Learning;
Communication and
Language; Physical
Development; Personal,
Social and Emotional
Development

Children explore surfaces
using different parts of
their hand.

Developmental
Band

16 – 26 months

Listening &
Attention

Understanding

Writing

Moving & Handling

• Listens to and enjoys
rhythmic patterns in
rhymes and stories.
• Enjoys rhymes and
demonstrates listening by
trying to join in
with actions or
vocalisations.
• Rigid attention – may
appear not to hear.

• Selects familiar objects
by name and will go and
find objects when asked,
or identify objects from a
group.
• Understands simple
sentences (e.g. ‘Throw
the ball.’)

Children’s later writing is
based on skills and
understandings
which they develop as babies
and toddlers. Before they
can write, they need to learn to
use spoken language to
communicate. Later they learn
to write down the words they
can say. (See the roots of
Writing in Communication and
language).
Early mark-making is not the
same as writing.It is a sensory
and physical experience for
babies and toddlers, which
they do
not yet connect to forming
symbols which can
communicate
meaning.(See roots of markmaking and handwriting in
Playing and exploring

• Walks upstairs holding
hand of adult.
• Comes downstairs
backwards on knees
(crawling).
• Beginning to balance
blocks to build a small
tower.
• Makes connections
between their movement
and the marks they
make.

•The child can pick up
very small objects using a
pincher grip.
•The child can hold a
pencil or other implement
using a palmar grasp or
primitive tripod grasp to
make a mark.
•The child draws lines
and circles using gross
motor movements.
•The child makes
connections between
their movement and the
marks they make.

Creativity

Being imaginative
• Expresses self through
physical action and
sound.
• Pretends that one
object represents
another, especially when
objects have
characteristics in
common.

Developmental
Band

22 – 36 months

Listening &
Attention

Understanding

Writing

Moving & Handling

Creativity

Being imaginative

• Listens with interest to
the noises adults make
when they
read stories.
• Recognises and
responds to many familiar
sounds, e.g.
turning to a knock on the
door, looking at or going
to the door.
• Shows interest in play
with sounds, songs and
rhymes.
• Single channelled
attention. Can shift to a
different task if
attention fully obtained –
using child’s name helps
focus.

• Identifies action words
by pointing to the right
picture,
e.g., “Who’s jumping?”
• Understands more
complex sentences, e.g.
‘Put your toys
away and then we’ll read
a book.’
• Understands ‘who’,
‘what’, ‘where’ in simple
questions
(e.g. Who’s that/can?
What’s that? Where is.?).
• Developing
understanding of simple
concepts (e.g. big/little).

Distinguishes between the
different marks they make.
The child is beginning to use
three fingers in a tripod grip to
hold writing tools.
The child may use both hands
but is beginning to show a
preference for one.
The child imitates drawing
simple shapes such as circle
and lines. The child is beginning
to use three fingers in a tripod
grip to hold writing tools.
The child may use both hands
but is beginning to show a
preference for one.
The child imitates drawing
simple shapes such as circle
and lines.
The child is able to hold a
pencil between thumb and two
fingers, no longer using wholehand grasp.
The child is beginning to
understand that marks and
symbols convey meaning.
The child is able to hold a
pencil between thumb and two
fingers, no longer using wholehand grasp.
The child is beginning to
understand that marks and
symbols convey meaning.

• Runs safely on whole foot.
• Squats with steadiness to
rest or play with object on
the
ground, and rises to feet
without using hands.
• Climbs confidently and is
beginning to pull themselves
up on
nursery play climbing
equipment.
• Can kick a large ball.
• Turns pages in a book,
sometimes several at once.
• Shows control in holding
and using jugs to pour,
hammers,
books and mark-making
tools.
• Beginning to use three
fingers (tripod grip) to hold
writing tools
• Imitates drawing simple
shapes such as circles and
lines.
• Walks upstairs or
downstairs holding onto a
rail two feet to a
step.
• May be beginning to show
preference for dominant
hand.

• Joins in singing
favourite songs.
• Creates sounds by
banging, shaking, tapping
or blowing.
• Shows an interest in the
way musical instruments
sound.
• Experiments with
blocks, colours and
marks.

• Beginning to use
representation to
communicate, e.g.
drawing
a line and saying ‘That’s
me.’
• Beginning to makebelieve by pretending.

Developmental
Band

30 – 50 months

Listening &
Attention

Understanding

Writing

Moving & Handling

Creativity

Being imaginative

• Listens to others one to
one or in small groups,
when
conversation interests
them.
• Listens to stories with
increasing attention and
recall.
• Joins in with repeated
refrains and anticipates
key events and
phrases in rhymes and
stories.
• Focusing attention – still
listen or do, but can shift
own
attention.
• Is able to follow
directions (if not intently
focused on own
choice of activity).

• Understands use of
objects (e.g. “What do we
use to cut
things?’)
• Shows understanding of
prepositions such as
‘under’, ‘on
top’, ‘behind’ by carrying
out an action or selecting
correct
picture.
• Responds to simple
instructions, e.g. to get or
put away an
object.
• Beginning to
understand ‘why’ and
‘how’ questions.

• Sometimes gives
meaning to marks as they
draw and paint.
• Ascribes meanings to
marks that they see in
different places.

• Moves freely and with
pleasure and confidence in a
range of ways, such as
slithering, shuffling, rolling,
crawling, walking, running,
jumping, skipping, sliding
and hopping.
• Mounts stairs, steps or
climbing equipment using
alternate feet.
• Walks downstairs, two feet
to each step while carrying a
small object.
• Runs skilfully and
negotiates space
successfully, adjusting
speed or direction to
avoid obstacles.
• Can stand momentarily on
one foot when shown.
• Can catch a large ball.
• Draws lines and circles
using gross motor
movements.
• Uses one-handed tools and
equipment, e.g. makes snips
in paper with child
scissors.
• Holds pencil between
thumb and two fingers, no
longer using whole-hand
grasp.
• Holds pencil near point
between first two fingers and
thumb and uses it with good
control.
• Can copy some letters, e.g.
letters from their name.

• Enjoys joining in with
dancing and ring games.
• Sings a few familiar songs.
• Beginning to move
rhythmically.
• Imitates movement in
response to music.
• Taps out simple repeated
rhythms.
• Explores and learns how
sounds can be changed.
• Explores colour and how
colours can be changed.
• Understands that they can
use lines to enclose a space,
and
then begin to use these
shapes to represent objects.
• Beginning to be interested
in and describe the texture
of
things.
• Uses various construction
materials.
• Beginning to construct,
stacking blocks vertically
and
horizontally, making
enclosures and creating
spaces.
• Joins construction pieces
together to build and
balance

• Developing preferences
for forms of expression.
• Uses movement to
express feelings.
• Creates movement in
response to music.
• Sings to self and makes
up simple songs.
• Makes up rhythms.
• Notices what adults do,
imitating what is
observed and then
doing it spontaneously
when the adult is not
there.
• Engages in imaginative
role-play based on own
first-hand
experiences.
• Builds stories around
toys, e.g. farm animals
needing rescue
from an armchair ‘cliff’.
• Uses available
resources to create props
to support role-play.
• Captures experiences
and responses with a
range of media,
such as music, dance
and paint and other
materials or words

•The child uses
writing, mark making
as a means of
recording. ( message
making)
•Children’s writing
may include many
different signs,
symbols, number as
well as attempts to
produce letter like
forms.
•The child is beginning
to use anti-clockwise
movement and retrace
vertical lines.
•The child uses a
tripod grip
consistently
•The child imitates
vertical and horizontal
lines and circles.

Developmental
Band

40 – 60 Months

Listening &
Attention

Understanding

Writing

Moving & Handling

Creativity

Being imaginative

• Maintains attention,
concentrates and sits
quietly during appropriate
activity.
• Two-channelled
attention – can listen and
do for short span.

• Responds to
instructions involving a
two-part sequence.
Understands humour,
e.g. nonsense rhymes,
jokes.
• Able to follow a story
without pictures or props.
• Listens and responds to
ideas expressed by
others in conversation or
discussion.

• Gives meaning to marks
they make as they draw,
write and
paint.
• Begins to break the flow
of speech into words.
• Continues a rhyming
string.
• Hears and says the
initial sound in words.
• Can segment the
sounds in simple words
and blend them
together.
• Links sounds to letters,
naming and sounding the
letters of
the alphabet.
• Uses some clearly
identifiable letters to
communicate
meaning, representing
some sounds correctly
and in
sequence.
• Writes own name and
other things such as
labels,captions.
• Attempts to write short
sentences in meaningful
contexts.
•The child holds a pencil
near the point and
between first two fingers
and thumb and uses it
with good control

• Experiments with different
ways of moving.
• Jumps off an object and
lands appropriately.
• Negotiates space
successfully when playing
racing and chasing games
with other
children, adjusting speed or
changing direction to avoid
obstacles.
• Travels with confidence
and skill around, under, over
and through balancing and
climbing equipment.
• Shows increasing control
over an object in pushing,
patting, throwing, catching or
kicking it.
• Uses simple tools to effect
changes to materials.
• Handles tools, objects,
construction and malleable
materials safely and with
increasing control.
• Shows a preference for a
dominant hand.
• Begins to use anticlockwise
movement and retrace
vertical lines.
• Begins to form
recognisable letters.
• Uses a pencil and holds it
effectively to form
recognisable letters, most of
which

Begins to build a
repertoire of songs and
dances.
• Explores the different
sounds of instruments.
• Explores what happens
when they mix colours.
• Experiments to create
different textures.
• Understands that
different media can be
combined to create new
effects.
• Manipulates materials
to achieve a planned
effect.
• Constructs with a
purpose in mind, using a
variety of
resources.
• Uses simple tools and
techniques competently
and
appropriately.
• Selects appropriate
resources and adapts
work where
necessary.
• Selects tools and
techniques needed to
shape, assemble and

• Create simple
representations of
events, people and
objects.
• Initiates new
combinations of
movement and gesture in
order
to express and respond
to feelings, ideas and
experiences.
• Chooses particular
colours to use for a
purpose.
• Introduces a storyline or
narrative into their play.
• Plays alongside other
children who are
engaged in the same
theme.
• Plays cooperatively

Developmental
Band

Listening &
Attention

Understanding

Writing

Moving & Handling

Creativity

Being imaginative

Early Learning
Goal

Early Learning Goal
Children listen
attentively in a range of
situations. They listen
to stories, accurately
anticipating key events
and respond to what
they hear with relevant
comments, questions
or actions. They give
their attention to what
others say and respond
appropriately, while
engaged in another
activity.

Early Learning goal.
Children follow
instructions involving
several ideas or
actions. They answer
‘how’ and ‘why’
questions about
their experiences and in
response to stories or
events.

Early Learning Goal
Children use their
phonic knowledge to
write words
in ways which match
their spoken sounds.
They also
write some irregular
common words. They
write simple
sentences which can be
read by themselves and
others. Some words are
spelt correctly and
others are phonetically
plausible.

Early Learning Goal
Children show good
control and coordination in large and
small movements.
They move confidently
in a range of ways,
safely negotiating
space. They
handle equipment and
tools effectively,
including pencils for
writing.

Early Learning Goal
Children sing songs,
make music and dance,
and
experiment with ways
of changing them. They
safely use and explore
a variety of materials,
tools and techniques,
experimenting with
colour, design, texture,
form and function.

Early Learning Goal
Children use what they
have learnt about media
and
materials in original
ways, thinking about
uses and
purposes. They
represent their own
ideas, thoughts
and feelings through
design and technology,
and stories

